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FY 2025 Houston EMA/HSDA Ryan White Part A/MAI Service Definition 

Health Insurance Co-Payments and Co-Insurance Assistance 
(Revision Date: 5/21/15) 

HRSA Service Category 
Title:  

Health Insurance Premium and Cost Sharing Assistance 

Local Service Category 
Title: 

Health Insurance Co-Payments and Co-Insurance 

Budget Type: 
RWGA Only 

Hybrid Fee for Service 

Budget Requirements or 
Restrictions: 
RWGA Only 

Agency must spend no more than 20% of funds on disbursement 
transactions.  The remaining 80% of funds must be expended on the 
actual cost of the payment(s) disbursed. 

HRSA Service Category 
Definition (do not change 
or alter): 
RWGA Only 

Health Insurance Premium & Cost Sharing Assistance is the 
provision of financial assistance for eligible individuals living with 
HIV to maintain a continuity of health insurance or to receive 
medical benefits under a health insurance program. This includes 
premium payments, risk pools, co-payments, and deductibles. 

Local Service Category 
Definition: 

A program of financial assistance for the payment of health 
insurance premiums, deductibles, co-insurance, co-payments and tax 
liability payments associated with Advance Premium Tax Credit 
(APTC) reconciliation to enable eligible individuals with HIV 
disease to utilize their existing third party or public assistance (e.g. 
Medicare) medical insurance.     
Co-Payment: A cost-sharing requirement that requires the insured to 
pay a specific dollar amount for each unit of service.  
Co-Insurance: A cost-sharing requirement that requires the insured to 
pay a percentage of costs for covered services/prescription 
Deductible: A cost-sharing requirement that requires the insured to 
pay a certain amount for health care or prescription, before the 
prescription drug plan or other insurance begins to pay.   
Premium: The amount paid by the insured to an insurance company 
to obtain or maintain and insurance policy. 
APTC Tax Liability: The difference paid on a tax return if the 
advance credit payments that were paid to a health care provider 
were more than the actual eligible credit. 

Target Population (age, 
gender, geographic, race, 
ethnicity, etc.): 

All Ryan White eligible clients with 3rd party insurance coverage 
(COBRA, private policies, Qualified Health Plans, CHIP, Medicaid, 
Medicare and Medicare Supplemental) within the Houston EMA. 

Services to be Provided: Provision of financial assistance with premiums, deductibles, co-
insurance, and co-payments. Also includes tax liability payments 
associated with APTC reconciliation up to 50% of liability with a 
$500 maximum. 
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Service Unit Definition(s): 
(RWGA only) 

1 unit of service = A payment of a premium, deductible, co-
insurance, co-payment or tax liability associated with APTC 
reconciliation for an individual living with HIV with insurance 
coverage. 

Financial Eligibility: Refer to the RWPC’s approved Financial Eligibility for Houston 
EMA Services. 

Client Eligibility: Individuals living with HIV residing in the Houston EMA meeting 
financial eligibility requirements and have insurance or be eligible to 
purchase a Qualified Health Plan through the Marketplace. 

Agency Requirements: Agency must: 
• Provide a comprehensive financial intake/application to 

determine client eligibility for this program to insure that these 
funds are used as a last resort in order for the client to utilize 
his/her existing insurance or be eligible to purchase a qualified 
health plan through the Marketplace. 

• Ensure that assistance provided to clients does not duplicate 
services already being provided through Ryan White Part B or 
State Services.  The process for ensuring this requirement must 
be fully documented. 

• Have mechanisms to vigorously pursue any excess premium 
tax credit a client receives from the IRS upon submission of the 
client’s tax return for those clients that receive financial 
assistance for eligible out of pocket costs associated with the 
purchase and use of Qualified Health Plans obtained through 
the Marketplace. 

• Conduct marketing with Houston area HIV service providers to 
inform such entities of this program and how the client referral 
and enrollment processes function.  Marketing efforts must be 
documented and are subject to review. 

• Clients will not be put on wait lists nor will Health Insurance 
Premium and Cost Sharing Assistance services be postponed or 
denied without notifying the Administrative Agency.   

• Establish formal written agreements with all Houston HSDA 
Ryan White-funded (Part A, B, C, D) primary care, mental 
health and substance abuse provider agencies to enable clients 
of these agencies to enroll in Health Insurance assistance at 
his/her primary care, mental health or substance abuse provider 
site.  (i.e. No need for client to physically present to Health 
Insurance provider.)   

•  Utilize RWGA approved prioritization of cost sharing 
assistance, when limited funds warrant it. 

• Utilize consumer out-of-pocket methodology approved by 
RWGA. 

Staff Requirements: None 
Special Requirements: Agency must comply with the Houston EMA/HSDA Standards of 

Care and Health Insurance Assistance service category program 
policies. 
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FY 2026 RWPC “How to Best Meet the Need” Decision Process 

Step in Process: Council   
Date:  06/12/2025 

Recommendations: Approved:  Y:_____  No: ______ 
Approved With Changes:______ 

If approved with changes list 
changes below: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Step in Process: Steering Committee  
 Date:  06/05/2025 

Recommendations: Approved:  Y:_____  No: ______ 
Approved With Changes:______ 

If approved with changes list 
changes below: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Step in Process: Quality Improvement Committee  
Date:  05/13/2025 

Recommendations: Approved:  Y:_____  No: ______ 
Approved With Changes:______ 

If approved with changes list 
changes below: 

1.  

2. 

3. 

Step in Process: HTBMTN Workgroup #2  
Date: 04/15/2025 

Recommendations: Financial Eligibility:    
1. 

2. 

3. 
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Local Service Category: Health Insurance Premium and Cost Sharing Assistance 
Amount Available: To be determined 
Budget Requirements or 
Restrictions (TRG 
Only): 

Contractor must spend no more than 20% of funds on disbursement 
transactions.  The remaining 80% of funds must be expended on the actual 
cost of the payment(s) disbursed.  ADAP dispensing fees are not allowable 
under this service category. 

Local Service Category 
Definition: 

Health Insurance Premium and Cost Sharing Assistance: The Health 
Insurance Premium and Cost Sharing Assistance service category is intended 
to help HIV positive individuals continue medical care without gaps in health 
insurance coverage or disruption of treatment. A program of financial 
assistance for the payment of health insurance premiums and  co-pays, co-
insurance and deductibles to enable eligible individuals with HIV disease to 
utilize their existing third party or public assistance (e.g. Medicare) medical 
insurance.   
Co-Payment: A cost-sharing requirement that requires the insured to pay a 
specific dollar amount for each unit of service.  
Co-Insurance: A cost-sharing requirement that requires the insured to pay a 
percentage of costs for covered services/prescription 
Deductible: A cost-sharing requirement that requires the insured to pay a 
certain amount for health care or prescription, before the prescription drug 
plan or other insurance begins to pay.   
Premium: The amount paid by the insured to an insurance company to obtain 
or maintain and insurance policy.  
Advance Premium Tax Credit (APTC) Tax Liability:  Tax liability associated 
with the APTC reconciliation; reimbursement cap of 50% of the tax due up to 
a maximum of $500. 

Target Population (age, 
gender, geographic, 
race, ethnicity, etc.): 

All Ryan White eligible clients with 3rd party insurance coverage (COBRA, 
private policies, Qualified Health Plans, CHIP, Medicaid, Medicare and 
Medicare Supplemental plans) within the Houston HSDA.   

Services to be Provided: Contractor may provide assistance with: 
• Insurance premiums (medical and dental),  
• And deductibles, co-insurance and/or co-payments.  

Service Unit Definition 
(TRG Only): 

A unit of service will consist of payment of health insurance premiums, co-
payments, co-insurance, deductible, or a combination.  

Financial Eligibility:  Affordable Care Act (ACA) Marketplace Plans: 100-400% of federal poverty 
guidelines.  All other insurance plans at or below 400% of federal poverty 
guidelines.   
Exception: Clients who were enrolled prior to November 1, 2015, will 
maintain their eligibility in subsequent plan years even if below 100% or 
between 400-500% of federal poverty guidelines. 
Exception: Clients enrolled in TIAP-PLUS, regardless of federal poverty level 
(even if below 100% federal poverty level). 

Client Eligibility: 
 
 

People living with HIV in the Houston HSDA and have insurance (including 
employer-related health insurance and TIAP-PLUS) or be eligible (within 
local financial eligibility guidelines) to purchase a Qualified Health Plan 
through the Marketplace. 
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Agency Requirements 
(TRG Only): 

Agency must: 
• Provide a comprehensive financial intake/application to determine 

client eligibility for this program to insure that these funds are used as 
a last resort in order for the client to utilize his/her existing insurance 
or be eligible to purchase a qualified health plan through the 
Marketplace. 

• Clients will not be put on wait lists nor will Health Insurance Premium 
and Cost Sharing Assistance services be postponed or denied due to 
funding without notifying the Administrative Agency.   

• Conduct marketing in-services with Houston area HIV/AIDS service 
providers to inform them of this program and how the client referral 
and enrollment processes function.  

• Establish formal written agreements with all Houston HSDA Ryan 
White-funded (Part A, B, C, D) primary care, mental health and 
substance abuse provider agencies to enable clients of these agencies 
to enroll in Health Insurance assistance at his/her primary care, mental 
health or substance abuse provider site.  (i.e. No need for client to 
physically present to Health Insurance provider.)   

• Utilizes the RW Planning Council-approved prioritization of cost 
sharing assistance when limited funds warrant it (premiums take 
precedence). 
o Priority Ranking of Requests (in descending order): 

 HIV medication co-pays and deductibles (medications on 
the Texas ADAP formulary) 

 Non-HIV medication co-pays and deductibles  
 Co-payments for provider visits (eg. physician visit and/or 

lab copayments) 
 Medicare Part D (Rx) premiums 
 APTC Tax Liability 
 Out of Network out-of-pocket expenses 

• Utilizes the RW Planning Council –approved consumer out-of-pocket 
methodology. 

Special Requirements 
(TRG Only): 

Must comply with the Houston EMA/HSDA Standards of Care and, 
pending the most current DSHS guidance, client must: 
• Purchase Silver Level Plan with formulary equivalency (unless 

alternate plan approved through TIAP-PLUS) 
• Take advance premium credit 
• No assistance for Out of Network out-of-pocket expenses without 

prior approval of the Administrative Agent.  
Must comply with updated guidance from DSHS.  Must comply with the 
Eastern HASA Health Insurance Assistance Policy and Procedure (HIA-
1701). 

 

Page 5 of 31



Page 6 of 31



 
 

FY 2020 PERFORMANCE MEASURES HIGHLIGHTS 
 

RYAN WHITE GRANT ADMINISTRATION 
 

HARRIS COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH (HCPH) 

Ryan White Part A 
HIV Performance Measures 

FY 2020 Report 
 

Health Insurance Assistance 
All Providers 

HIV Performance Measures FY 2019 FY 2020 Change 

80% of clients for whom there is lab data in the CPCDMS will 
be virally suppressed (<200) 

1,511 
(80.6%) 

1,367 
(73.5%) -7.1% 
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